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longer, in fact they ask no more questions. Questions
are not suited to these times. But we, hoVever,
want to ask questions because all earthly things are
questionable, because questioning is becoming con-
scious of oneself, and it clarifies and strengthens: this
necessity we recognize as a command which we volun-
tarily submit to, we test the convention by its worth to
us and our time. We need strength for the question and
courage for the answer. Many are those who shirk the
question, many those who break the answer to pieces
.. . Two human beings who love each other, are a
world, not hatred nor calumny nor power can shake
them, moreover no temptation, no mood, no wrong
path of emotion, can darken their lives. True marriage
is joy and fulfilment given as a task and as a present.
Does this mean fleeing from responsibility, from the
duties and burdens of the time, shutting the doors and
hanging curtains over the windows against what is out-
side? No. It means:. living in the Brotherhood of God,
in which all men are equal, and all needing love and
salvation; showing faith, honesty and an open heart;
inspiring confidence and being worthy of confidence;
and rejoicing in the meadows and shadows of the clouds,
the animals and flowers, and the light of day. We drink
to your health, dear daughter, dear son.

[At the beginning of this speech, the telephone has begun to
ring, shortly at first, then long and angrily. At the first
tinkle IDA HALL would like to jump up and go outside.
When FRIEDRICH HALL looks searchingly at her, she
sits down again. When the telephone rings again she
stiffens, her eyes are unblinking, FRIEDRICH HALL
raises his glass. All stand up and drink. At this moment